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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  1904, 
along  with  Birth,  Mortality,  and  Infectious  Disease  Statistics, 

General  Description  of  District.  The  district  is 
essentially  a  hilly  one  and  consists  of  a  stretch  of  Weardale 
six  miles  in  length,  extending  from  Eastgate  in  the  west  to 
below  Frosterley  in  the  east,  and  also  the  adjacent  fells 
north  and  south  of  the  Wear  extending  to  the  Derwent  and 
Tees  watersheds  respectively.  At  the  northern  and  southern 
confines  of  the  district  there  are  eminences  1,700  feet  high. 
The  river  Wear  is  750  feet  above  sea-level  where  it  enters 
the  district  and  550  feet  where  it  leaves  the  district.  The 
Wear  and  its  tributary  burns  are  all  rapidly  flowing  streams 
with  stony  beds.  A  large  part  of  the  district  consists  of 
moorland  ;  the  remainder  of  permanent  pasture  and  meadow 
hay  land,  with  now  only  a  very  small  amount  of  arable 
land.  The  district  is  fairly  well  wooded.  The  leading 
geological  feature  of  the  district  is  the  Great  Limestone 
which  crops  out  on  either  side  of  the  valley.  This  bed  of 
stone,  over  70  feet  in  depth,  is  extensively  worked  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  district.  Over  1,000  men  are  employed 
in  the  various  limestone  quarries.  The  only  other  industries 
carried  on  in  the  district  are  whinstone  quarrying  and  pastoral 
agriculture.  A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rookhope  are 
employed  in  the  neighbouring  lead  mines. 

Acreage  of  District  is  24,164. 

Population  of  District  according  to  190J  9en$q§ 

is  ?,6t5,  This  hns  probably  not  altered  mmsh, 


f 


4 

Births.  There  were  74  births  during  the  year,  40 
males  and  34  females — giving  a  birth-rate  of  28  per  1,000. 
This  compares  favourably  with  an  average  rate  of  27 
during  the  preceding  ten  years. 

Deaths.  There  were  38  deaths  during  the  year — 
giving  a  death-rate  of  14.5  per  1,000.  This  is  precisely  the 
same  as  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  notifiable  infectious  disease — giving  a  rate  of  .7  per 
1,000. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.  There  were  5  deaths 
from  tubercular  disease  (3  of  these  being  due  to  pulmonary 
phthisis)  giving  a  rate  of  1.9  per  1,000. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  These  accounted  for 
6  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  2.2  per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  9  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year — a  rate  of  125  per  1,000  births. 

Ages  at  Death.  Deducting  the  above  mentioned 
infant  deaths,  there  remains  to  be  considered  29  deaths,  of 
these,  15  (or  over  50  per  cent)  exceeded  60  years  of  age,  6 
being  between  60  and  70,  4  between  70  and  80,  4  between 
80  and  90,  and  one  99  years  of  age. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was 
not  heavy.  I  had  notifications  of  15  cases.  Of  these  10 
were  diphtheria — mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frosterley. 
In  two  of  these  diphtheria  cases  adequate  measures  were 
adopted  to  prevent  extension  of  the  disease  through  sale  of 
dairy  produce  from  the  infected  houses.  I  wo  of  the 
diphtheria  cases  were  fatal.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
Frosterley  cases  appeared  to  haye  some  connection  with  the 
South  Council  School. 

^  T  •  *  *  >  *  *  *  •  *.11  i 
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TABLE  I. — For  whole  District. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  24,864. 
Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  2,615 

Numb  r  of  inhabited  houses  57  1 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4.0 


At  census  of 

x  90  j  , 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

C£ 

Populat  on 
Estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1894  ...  ••• 

2657 

61 

29 

2 

1895  ... 

2700 

81 

36 

8 

1896  ... 

2657 

61 

89 

4 

1897  ... 

2657 

68 

42 

9 

1898  ... 

2657 

86 

39 

10 

1899  ...  ••• 

2657 

68 

35 

10 

1900  ... 

2657 

83 

43 

11 

1901  ... 

2615 

80 

39 

11 

1902  ...  ••• 

2615 

68 

42 

9 

1903  ...  ••• 

2615 

64 

36 

10 

Averages  of  Years 

8 

1894  to  1903  .. 

2648 

72 

38 

1904  ... 

2615 

74 

38 

9 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 
Cboiera  ... 

Diphtheria 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague  ... 

Totals 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 


At  Age 
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Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  for  combined  Weardalc  Rural 

and  Stanhope  Urban  District. 


G. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1004. 


Causes  ok  Death. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  district  at  subjoined  Ages. 


All  ages. 


Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup 

Croup 

I  Typhus 
T1  )  Enteric 
Iever  |  Other 

(  continued  ... 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs  ... 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

. . .  3 

All  causes 


1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 
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11 

38 


Under 
i  year. 


i  and 
under  5. 


5  and 
under  15 


0 

J) 


15  and 
under  25 


25  and 
under  65 


1 

1 

2 


65  and 
upwards. 


0 

1 

5 

14 
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There  was  one  case  of  enteric  fever  in  Frosterley 
early  in  the  year ;  the  patient  undoubtedly  caught  the  disease 
outside  the  district, 

There  was  complete  immunity  from  both  scarlet 
fever  and  small-pox, 


GENERAL  SANITARY  MATTERS, 


Sewage  Disposal.  Your  Inspector  has  constructed 
sewage  disposal  works  for  Frosterley  on  ground  purchased 
by  you  for  the  purpose.  The  scheme  is  a  new  one  and 
comprises  surface  channel  carriers  and  under  drains. 
Apparently  the  method  is  a  satisfactory  one  and  results  in  a 
clear  effluent — a  sample  of  which  I  have  examined.  Mr. 
Egglestone’s  scheme  has  been  an  economical  one  for  the 
Council,  having  only  cost  about  £155,  instead  of  four  or  five 
times  that  amount  which  other  schemes  considered  would 
have  cost. 


Sewerage  Works.  At  length  your  medical  officer 
is  able  to  report  that  a  satisfactory  scheme  of  sewerage  has 
been  carried  out  at  the  Batts,  Frosterley.  The  houses  here 
were  formerly  quite  water-logged  with  storm  water  in  wet 
weather — but  now,  even  in  the  wettest  weather  this  water  is 
properly  carried  away.  The  essential  part  of  the  scheme 
consisted  in  cleaning  out  and  deepening  the  race  which  runs 
between  the  houses  and  the  main  road,  and  giving  it  a  proper 
gradient.  A  new  underground  sewer  was  also  put  down.  So 
far,  the  scheme  has  resulted  in  a  satisfactory  effluent. 


The  other  places  sewered  in  my  district  are  Hill  End 
and  parts  of  Rookhope. 


I  have  called  attention  to  the  lack  of  sewerage  at 
Brown’s  Houses  where  the  slop  water  and  other  filth  thrown 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  the  houses  constitute  a 

grave  nuisance, 
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Water  Supplies.  These  are  at  Crawleyside, 
Frosterley,  Bridge  End,  Hill  End,  Eastgate  and  Rookhope. 
A  contract  has  been  let  for  extending  the  Frosterley  supply. 
At  New  Houses  the  supply  for  the  inhabitants  has  not  been 
satisfactory,  owing  to  so  much  being  used  for  the  stone 
crusher  in  the  adjacent  quarry, 
scheme  already  mentioned  ought  to 
to  these  houses. 


he  Frosterley  extension 
provide  a  better  supply 


During  the  autumn  some  of  the  supplies  temporarily 
fell  1  ow  on  account  of  the  drought,  but  no  great  inconvenience 
resulted  and  the  deficiency  soon  rectified  itself. 


Hall. 


A  new  water  supply  has  been  put  down  at  Rogerley 


House  Accommodation.  Four  new  houses  have  been 
erected  in  Frosterley  suitable  for  working  men,  and  plans  for 
nine  more  have  been  passed.  A  new  farm  house  at  Wood- 
croft  has  been  occupied.  In  June  I  reported  to  you  a  house  in 
Rookhope  (Rowell’s)  as  unfit  for  habitation  on  account  of 
damp. 


Schools.  The  North  Council  School  at  Frosterley 

J 

has  had  a  new  surface  water  drainage  system  put  down. 


Cow-Byres.  New  and  satisfactory  byres  have  been 
built  at  Broadwood,  Bridge  End,  High  Bollihope,  Woodcroft, 
and  at  Rookhope,  (Mr.  Crawhall’s).  A  byre  at  Buckler  Dale 
has  been  improved. 


Ash  Closets,  Etc.  One  new  ash  closet  has  been 
erected  at  Bridge  End,  one  at  Frosterley,  one  at  Crawleyside, 
and  one  at  Rookhope.  Two  new  waterclosets  have  been  put 
in  at  Rogerley  Hall. 


In  April  and  May  I  reported  to  your  Inspector  grave 
nuisances  connected  with  the  scavenging  of  privies  and  ashpits 

at  Frosterley  and  Crawleyside  respectively. 
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Factories  and  Workshops.  Under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  Quarries  are  considered  as  workshops, 
and  must  be  referred  to  in  this  report.  In  my  district  there 
are  seven  limestone  quarries  working,  viz  : — Newlandside, 
Parsonbyers,  Rogerley,  Frosterley,  New  Houses,  Bishopley, 
and  Bollihope,  and  one  whinstone  quarry  at  Greenfoot.  The 
workmen  at  these  quarries  work  under  very  healthy  conditions 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  nuisances  connected  with  the 
quarries.  There  are  no  other  places  in  this  scattered  rural 
district  to  which  the  Act  could  apply. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  BANNERMAN,  M.B.,  C.M.,  (edin > 


Stanhope,  January  1905. 


ST.  JOHN’S  DISTRICT. 


Co  tfje  Chairman  anti  iMmiDere  of  tfje  ffiaifartialf 

liural  ©tetrtrt  Council. 


■S—  'V 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  respectfully  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  Ninth  Annual  Report  in  which  is  incorporated  the  usual 
tables  of  Sickness  and  Mortality. 

General  Description  of  District.  Vide  Report  for 

1901. 


Acreage  of  District  is  36,096. 


Population.  The  population  as  shewn  by  the  census 
returns  is  3,186.  There  is  not  the  same  tendency  to 
depopulation  as  in  other  rural  districts.  While  it  is  very 
likely  that  no  increase  can  be  recorded,  the  fairly  regular 
employment  at  the  quarries  and  mines  situated  at  Stanhope, 
k  rosterley,  Rookhope  and  Nenthead,  together  with  the  cheap 
railway  facilities  which  are  now  available  by  workmen 
travelling  to  and  from  their  work,  and  very  particularly  the 
small  farm  holdings  which  are  an  attractive  and  a  distinct 
feature  in  the  social  and  domestic  life  of  the  dale,  are  elements 
which  materially  help  to  maintain  the  population  in  a  more 
or  less  stationary  condition. 


Births.  There  were  67  births,  35  males  and  32 
iemales,  as  compared  with  68  births  in  1903.  This  is  equal  to 
21.02  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  is  a  low  birth-rate. 
1  his  js  well  exemplified  when  contrasted  with  the  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County  of  Durham  which  equals  36.0  per  1  oco 
of  the  community. 
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Deaths.  There  were  60  deaths,  including  two  which 
took  place  outside  the  district  but  belonging  thereto,  as 
compared  with  48  in  the  previous  year.  1  his  is  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  18.8  per  1,000  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  a 
country  district  is  exceptionally  high.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  rate  for  this  district  is  only  a  trifle  higher  than 
the  one  recorded  for  the  Administrative  County  which  is  that 
of  18.3  it  is  the  highest  which  has  taken  place  since  1896. 


There  are  however  certain  qualifying  features  in  the 
high  death-rate  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Probably  the  most  important  of  these  is  the  large  number  of 
deaths  which  have  taken  place  as  the  result  of  accidents,  no 
less  than  five  being  due  to  this  cause,  or,  in  other  words 
equivalent  to  1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Three  of  these 
took  place  in  connection  with  the  lead  mines ;  one  was  that 
of  a  young  man  who  fell  down  stairs  in  his  father’s  house  ;  and 
the  other  that  of  an  aged  woman  who  fell  from  a  stool, 
breaking  her  thigh  bone,  which  led  to  exhaustion,  and  finally 
to  death. 


The  Zymotic  Death-rate,  like  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  is  Nil,  and  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  relation  to  the  birth¬ 
rate  per  1,000  is  74.6,  or,  to  express  the  fact  in  another  way, 
five  children  died  under  one  year  of  age.  I  hree  of  these 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  Premature  Birth,  one  was  due  to 
acute  tuberculosis,  and  the  other  to  debility  from  bnth.  In 
the  previous  year  four  deaths  took  place,  or  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  58.8.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  for  the 
present  year  is  162. 


Consumption,  Phthisis,  or  Tuberculosis.  1  here 
were  eight  deaths  from  this  cause  as  compared  with  ten  in  the 
previous  year.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  2.5  Per  B°oo, 
and,  although  better  than  the  preceding  year,  is  still  higher 

than  it  ought  to  be. 
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TABLE  I. — For  whole  District. 


M 

H  3  - 
s  *  c 


♦ 

y 

~r. 

X 


C 


i  — 

3  t» 

u  —  <-  “  y  r 

.£  z.  1 2  .2  >-z:  t. 

•~r  C  — '  y  • — 

y  ^  >— i  .o  Q 

u  — 


X 


,r  ^  '  J 

",  u  .d  |  £ 

5^3-3  SiT-H  C 

x  t/:  c ^ 

C-»  U  C  I— I  HH 

'—  U  •  — 


i  v  H 

2  u  a  ~  a 

j  r<  x  A  v 
*  5^  2  y  T  •  <>. 

m  w  r!  V  r  «-  r 

lx-  D  £  ££  '  — 

Q  £-  ^  S  ^ 


EG 

c  - 

*  2 
es  g 

£  Q 

h  X 

<  W 

*P 


B 

H 


/. 

2/. 


cc 


X 


w.- 

r: 


n 

v 


t  cr  0 

ax£  fa 

£  c  ±  %  < 

*■■’1 


i 

«  V 

u  ;  £> 

c 

~C  i  ^ 

C  i  - 

£  I  X 


IT, 


X 


^  e 

mm  • * Um,  i— 

0  —  O  « 
•-  >5  .  K 

list 

o  x  \J 


o 


00 


CC  GO  Cl  (M  CC  lO  H  X5  D 

O  X  C  O  <X  CC  CC  -+  t'” 

i— |  r— (  •— •  r- (  1  r~ I,— !T- 


Tj<  -t  O  r-i  !M  I'-  -  ^ 


CO 

CC 


©  ;»  i-  U  -•+  oi  §  c 

OCUCO.^^coooGV.O, 


X 

CO 


o  ^  »— •  05  SO  t>  O  ^ 


>/. 

X 

• 

■+* 

rs 

V 

1 

«r 

1 

21.7 

26.1 

22.05 

20.5 

f 

<ri 

(M 

O 

l  - 

iH 

iO 

kO 

L^l 

rH 

kO 

'ri 

_ I 

S'TS 

21.28 

21.02 

H 

X 

>m* 

u 

QJ 

1 

ro  I 

o 

C5 

o 

0 

I  - 

WJ 

1*  ^ 

(M 

i 

X 

^5 

o 

i 

1 

rm 

1  - 

X 

l'- 

i  ^ 

l  ^ 

kO 

i’- 

o  l 

t'- 

1  ZD 

1 

O 

D- 


O' 

O 

o 

X 

ZD 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

X 

X 

X 

-¥ 

-f 

i— H 

r— 1 

CO 

CC 

X 

X 

X 

cc 

X 

kO 


X 


cc 


lO 


t> 

x 

co 

o 


t- 

t2 


X 

oi 


• 

—4- 

• 

i  ~ 

X 

X 

Cl 

Cl 

w» 

Cl 

U3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

^1  CO 


cr* 

m  (A  ir 

o  ^  O 
tf.  g  CTi 

c3  v*'  '—i 
y.  i 

P  -M 

C  - 

•<  ^  X 


X 

CO 


o 

o 


Ol 

X 


X 

o 


i£> 

t> 


uO 


X 

i-H 

x 


#  Bales  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  36, C 
1  otal  population  at  all  a£t  s  •••  •>,!  b  census  of 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ^03  l(Jul. 

Average  uuuibcr  of  persons  per  house  b.J 


>96. 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Population 
Estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

1 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1894  ... 

,3170 

70 

54 

7 

1895  ... 

3400 

89 

64 

11 

1896  ... 

3400 

75 

69 
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1897  ... 

o 
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51 

11 

1898  ... 

3100 

77 

62 

9 

W 

1899  ... 

3100 

58 

47 

6 

1900  ... 

3400 

i  3 

46 

6 

1901  ... 

3186 

56 

45 

7 

1902  ... 

3186 
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72 

56 

15 

1903  ... 

3186 

68 

48 

4 

Averages  of  Years 
1891  to  1903  .. 

3342.8 

70.9 

54.1 

7.7 

1904  . 

3186 

67 

60 

5 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  oj  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  ... 
Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  for  combined  Weardale  Rural 

and  Stanhope  Urban  District. 


0. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  gt  Death  during  Year  1004 • 

DEATHS  JN  OK  BELONGING  TO  WHOLE  DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

63  and 
upwards. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  ages, 


Under 
1  year, 


Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  ... 

Croup 

I  Typhus 

PWer  >  Sn,tevic 
ie  ei  |  Other 

(  continued .. 
Epidemic  influenza  .. 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases.. 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 


Pneumonia  ... 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  organs... 

0 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  i 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

3 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

14 

Accidents 

5 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

18 

AH  causes 

00 

1  and 
under  5. 


5  and 
under  13 


15  and 
under  23 


35  and 
under  65 


7 

1 

4 


3 
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2 


4 

4 

6 

25 


2 


1 

11 


25 
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It  is  necessary  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  this  is  far 
and  away  the  most  serious  cause  of  disease  and  death  in  this 
district.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  in  every  annual  report 
for  the  last  eight  vears  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit 
for  your  consideration,  to  dwell  at  some  length  on  this  subject, 
and  to  these  I  now  respectfully  refer  you. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs.  To  these 
were  ascribed  six  deaths,  or  at  the  rate  of  1.8  per  1,000. 

Ages  at  Death.  Five  were  persons  under  one  year; 
five  at  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five  years  ;  twenty-five  over 
twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  ;  and  twenty-five  at  sixty-five 
and  upwards.  The  greatest  age  recorded  for  the  year  was 
eighty-four  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  t9°4  there  were  only  four  notifications  of 
infectious  disease.  This  is  in  pleasing  and  marked  contrast  to 
the  previous  Year,  when,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  forty-five  notifications  were  issued. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Three  of  the  four  notified  were 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  occurred  at  places  isolated  and  at 
some  distance  from  each  other.  The  first  took  place  in  March 
at  Rigg  House,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  the  second  in  October  at 
High  Town,  Westgate,  and  the  third  in  November  at  Chesters, 
a  small  farm  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westgate.  The 
cases  were  of  a  mild  tvpc.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  them 
except  on  the  theory  that  they  were  due  to  the  same  cause 
which  resulted  in  the  epidemic  of  the  previous  year. 


Diphtheria.  The  only  other  case  notified  was  that 
of  diphtheria  in  the  person  of  a  young  woman  who  resided  at 
Rosehill  Farm  House,  near  Eastgate.  Steps  were  made  to 
discover,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  the  diphtheria,  but  nothing 
definite  was  ascertained. 


Disinfectants  were  as  m\ al  supplied  by  vour 

Inspector, 


I 


GENERAL  SANITARY  MATTERS. 


Inspection  oi;  District.  Careful  and  systematic 
inspections  of  all  the  villages  embraced  in  my  district  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time. 


The  Water  Supplies  are  satisfactory,  and  there  has 
been  a  good  supply  of  water  throughout  the  year.  A  new 
supply  to  Ireshopeburn  Village  was  commenced  with  near  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  this  will  furnish  a  central  stand  pipe. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  Hood  street,  St. 
John’s  Chapel,  has  been  sewered  during  the  year,  and  the 
houses  situated  in  that  locality  have  connected  their  private 
drains.  The  sewer  is  ventilated  by  two  6-inch  cast  iron  pipe 
shafts.  The  sewer  joins  the  main  sewer  previously  put  down, 
and  consequently  goes  on  to  the  same  sewage  disposal  ground 
as  the  main  St.  John’s  sewer. 


Sanitary  Improvements.  At  Wearhead,  Mr.  John 
Kidd  has  erected  five  ash-closets  which  have  taken  the  place 
of  old  privy  middens.  At  her  property  at  Daddryshields,  Mrs. 
Jane  Coulthard  has  erected  a  new  ash  closet.  \  he  Oddfellows 
have  erected  a  closet  at  their  house  at  the  Hole,  Ireshopeburn. 
Two  ash-closets  have  been  erected  by  Mr.  Harrison. 


New  Houses.  The  new  house  at  Hood  street,  St. 
John’s  Chapel,  belonging  to  Mr.  Joshua  Stephenson  has  been 
completed,  and  is  now  occupied.  Near  the  same  place  Mr. 
John  Craig  has  erected  practically  a  new  dwelling  house.  A 
new  Vicarage  at  Cowshill  has  been  completed  and  is  now 
occupied. 


Nuisances  are  really  made  up  of  privies  and  ashpits, 
which  in  some  cases  get  neglected  ;  accumulations  of  manure, 
especially  near  cow  byres  ;  slops,  and  similar  nuisances. 

Notices  are  given  in  all  cases,  and  these  are  generally 
sufficient  to  lead  to  their  abatement. 


*9 


Extraordinary  alleged  nuisances  occurred  owing  to  a 
sheep  being  bui  led  near  a  runner  of  water  in  Kilhope,  and  a 
heap  of  manure  near  a  pantry  in  Welhope.  On  the  visit 
of  your  Inspector  both  were  abated  without  further  trouble. 

Cowsheds.  The  new  cowshed  or  byre  at  Huntshield 
Ford  has  been  completed  and  occupied.  Improvements  have 
been  made  at  Hawkwell  Head  (Mrs.  Charleton’s)  where 
drainage  has  been  put  in  to  protect  the  water  from  pollution. 
I  wo  byres  have  also  been  improved. 

Improvements  to  cow  byres  are  still  being  made. 

Slaughter  Houses  are  generally  clean.  Two  new 
ones  have  been  provided,  one  at  Westgate,  and  the  other  at 
W  earhead. 


Milk  is  distributed  in  small  quantities. 


SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

(i).  Refuse  Depots  for  the  different  villages. 

(2.)  Sanitary  Pipe  Drainage  for  all  the  Villages. 
(3.)  lo  continue  to  improve  the  Cow-byres. 

I  am. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

^  our  obedient  servant, 


St.  John's  Chapel, 

January  23rd,  1905. 


JOHN  EASTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


WOLSINGHAM  DISTRICT. 


•hSMIMsSm- 


Co  tl )t  Chairman  antt  of  tfie  31£R<irtralr 

liural  Sietrut  Cotuml. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 
1904,  with  the  usual  statistics. 

The  estimated  population  is  3,500. 

Births.  There  were  92  births  during  the  year, 
which  equals  a  rate  of  26.2  per  1,000  population  which 
is  low  in  comparison  to  the  Administrative  County  rate  of 
35.6  for  the  same  period. 

Deaths.  There  were  45  deaths  which  includes  4 
deaths  that  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse  at  Stanhope, 
of  persons  formerly  belonging  to  this  district.  This  equals  a 
rate  of  12.8  which  compares  favourably  with  the  County 
rate  of  18.3. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  nil.  This  is  very  satisfactory. 

Phthisis  and  Tuberculosis.  There  were  7  deaths 
from  Tubercular  diseases,  which  equals  a  rate  of  2  per  1,000 
population.  This  is  higher  than  last  year  when  the  rate  was 
only  .5.  After  the  death  of  a  consumptive  patient  disinfection 
of  the  houses  is  practised  whenever  possible.  The  prevalence 
of  tuberculosis  will  diminish  as  better  lighted  and  better 
ventilated  houses  are  provided  for  the  working  classes,  and  as 
the  people  themselves  become  educated  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  fresh  air  and  at  least  have  their  bedroom 
windows  thrown  open  during  the  day  time, 


Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  These  accounted  for 
5  deaths— a  rate  of  1.4  per  1,000  population, 


Infant  Mortality.  Nine  infants  died  under  one 
year  of  age,  which  equals  a  rate  of  97.8  per  1,000  births, 
contrasting  favourably  with  the  rate  last  year  when  it  reached 
126.  The  Administrative  County  rate  is  162.  The  leaflets 
distributed  by  your  Council  to  parents  giving  hints  as  to  the 
feeding  and  management  of  children  were  appreciated  and 
had  a  beneficial  effect  in  a  number  of  cases. 


during 


Infectious  Diseases. 
the  year 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 


There  were  29  notifications 

...  10 

...  10 


This  is  a  marked  improvement  compared  to  last  year, 
when  the  total  reached  81  cases.  After  the  termination  of 
all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  rooms  occupied  are 
thoroughly  disinfected  Owing  to  the  scanty  accommodation 
in  many  of  the  houses  isolation  is  practically  impossible, 
consequently  a  Hospital  for  these  cases  is  urgently  required. 


House  Accommodation.  There  is  an  insufficiency 
of  houses  for  the  working  classes,  many  of  those  occupied  are 
old,  in  bad  repair,  and  ill-ventilated  but  it  is  difficult  dealing 
with  them  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  the  people  getting 
other  houses. 


Water  Supply.  During  the  year  10  more  houses  in 
the  Special  Drainage  District  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company.  There  are  now  456 
houses  out  of  470  that  have  the  said  Company’s  supply  which 
is  ample  and  of  good  quality. 


Thornley  and  White  Kirkley  have  a  good  supply 
of  water. 

Adamson's  Weil  in  the  Upper  Town  has  been  dosed. 


Deaths  of  Deaths  of (  Nktt  Dkath  at 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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Notified  in  Whole  District. 
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At  Ages. — Years. 
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Small-pox  . 

Choiera  ••• 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

10 

G 

4 

9 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

2 

Scarlet  fever . 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague  ... 

10 

; 

7 

Totals 

29 

G 

11 
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10 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-fox  for  combined  Weardale  Rural 

and  Stanhope  Urban  District . 


TABLE  IV. 

Cannes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  district  at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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I  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  a  \d 

65  and 

All  ages. 

i  year. 

under  5. 

under  15 

under  25 

under  65 

upwards. 

Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  ... 

Croup 

i  Typhus 

; 

17  j  Enteric 

Fever  |  Other 

(  continued ... 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
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diseases ... 
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Cancer,  malignant 
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Pneumonia  ... 
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respiratory  organs ... 
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Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 
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Venereal  diseases  ... 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

3 
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of  parturition 
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Heart  diseases 
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Accidents 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 
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4 

3 

9 

All  causes 

45 

8 

2 

3 

16 

1G 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation.  Referring  to  the 
14  condemned  houses,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  nine 
have  been  made  fit  for  habitation  ;  four  have  been  closed  ; 
but  one  is  still  occupied  in  Meadhope  street,  in  a  very  bad 
state  of  repair.  This  house  should  be  repaired  or  closed 
without  further  delay. 

Improvements.  Three  dwelling  rooms  have  been 
added  to  a  shop  in  Angate  street,  the  yard  has  been  cemented, 
and  a  water  closet  put  in. 


The  King’s  Head  Inn  has  been  greatly  improved,  the 
back  )  ard  has  been  cemented  and  three  ash-closets  added. 

The  Oueen’s  Head  Inn  has  had  a  new  ash-closet  and 
urinal  built  and  several  improvements  done  to  the  house. 

The  Black  Bull  Inn  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  a  cottage,  and  two  water  closets  have  been  put  in. 


The  Bay  Horse  Inn  has  been  considerably  enlarged 
and  improved,  the  sanitary  arrangements  being  quote 
satisfactory. 

New  ash-closets  have  been  added  to  two  houses  in 
the  Front  street,  to  two  houses  in  Meadhope  street,  to  two 
houses  in  the  Causeway,  to  one  house  at  Redgate,  and  to 
Holywell  Farm. 


Several  back  yards  have  been  cemented,  and  many 
others  will  soon  be  completed. 

A  new  house  has  been  erected  in  the  Back  Lane. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  four  new  houses  at  the 
Upper  Town. 

Fhree  new  ash-closets  1  ave  been  built  at  Ihornley. 

Notices  have  been  seived  upon  several  owners  to 
improve  their  insanitary  property,  blit  these  have  been 
allowed  to  stand  over  until  the  spring  of  the  year,  in 
conseque  ice  of  the  unfavourable  weather. 


£)rainage.  A  stable  in  the  Market  Place  has  been 
suitably  drained, 

The  Tow  Law  Police  Station  drainage  has  been 
improved, 

Sewers.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  flushed,  and  the  effluent  at  the  district  Sewage  Field 
has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses.  These  are  in  fairly  good  order, 

Cow-Byres.  Several  have  been  improved  during  the 
year,  but  there  are  many  badly  lighted,  badly  ventilated, 
and  over  crowded. 

Factories  .  and  Workshops.  These  are  all  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  as  regards  air  space,  ventilation, 
cleanliness,  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

Nuisances  A  nuisance  caused  by  keeping  pigs  too 
near  dwelling  houses  has  been  abated. 

Inspections.  Systematic  inspections  of  the  district 
have  been  made  by  myself  and  accompanied  by  your  Inspector 
periodically. 

Scavenging.  A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for 
Public  Scavenging  and  will  commence  on  January  ist. 

SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS . 

1.  An  Isolation  Hospital. 

2.  The  abolition  of  all  insanitary  midden-privies 
and  the  substitution  of  ash-closets  or  water-closets.  The 
water-closet  is  especially  necessary  where  there  is  no  back 
entrance  to  the  house  for  the  convenience  of  public  scavenging 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  O.  GARBUTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


DERWENT  DISTRICT, 


tftc  (Chairman  an&  H»rml>ers  of  tlje  ?®lff»rt>alf 

tiutal  ©ietvitt  (Toutml. 

. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  to  your  notice,  my  Report  for  the 
year  1904,  together  with  Tables  of  Mortality  and  Sickness. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character.  The 
District  is  composed  for  the  most  part  of  extensive  grouse 
moors,  having  an  altitude  of  from  700  to  1,800  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  The  total  area  is  13,144  acres,  or  about  20 
square  miles.  A.  considerable  portion  consists  of  permanent 
pasture,  but  a  few  acres  are  under  cereals.  The  river 
Derwent  rises  in  the  high  part  of  the  district  and  flows  through 
it.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  employed  in  rearing  sheep 
and  cattle,  but  a  few  are  engaged  at  the  Works  recently 
constructed  by  the  AVeardale  and  Consett  W  ater  Company  at 
the  Presser. 


Population.  This  is  somewhat  greater  in  summer 
than  in  winter,  as  a  few  of  the  houses  are  not  occupied  in  the 
latter  season.  450  is  my  estimate  of  the  population  in  July. 

Vital  Statistics.  10  births  and  10  deaths  were 
registered.  Birth-rate  and  death-rate  22.2  per  1,000.  The 
death  of  one  infant  under  a  year  old  was  registered,  making 
the  infant  mortality  160  per  1,000  births  registered.  No  death 
was  due  to  Zymotic  cause.  The  death-rate  is  high  but  was 
very  low  (8.7)  in  1903,  The  average  for  the  two  pa*t  years 
it  *5  per  i,oqq. 


House  Accommodation.  This  is  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  district  A  few  of  the  houses  are  built 
back^to-baek.  None  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  A  new  drain  has  been 
Constructed  at  the  Punch  Bowl  Inn,  Edmondbyres,  it 
terminates  in  a  cesspool.  The  rainfall  of  the  district  is 
heavy,  and  the  drains  arc  usually  well  flushed. 


Excrement  Disposal.  All  the  houses  have  privies 
and  ashpits,  the  contents  of  which  are  utilised  as  manure. 
Some  of  the  cowbyres  are  adjacent  to  dwellings,  and  many 
of  the  middens  are  large  and  only  emptied  two /or  three  times 
a  year.  The  house  refuse  which  cannot  be  used  as  manure  is 
usually  thrown  on  to  waste  land  on  the  moor.  I  here  is  no 
public  scavenging.  There  are  I  believe  only  two  water 
closets,  neither  of  which  empty  into  running  streams. 


Water  Supply.  This  is  abundant  and  of  good 
quality,  derived  from  natural  springs  which  are  numerous. 
The  villages  of  Edmondbyres  and  Ruffside  have  public  supplies. 


Places  over  which  the  Council  have  Supervision. 
There  are  no  lodging  houses,  bakehouses,  workshops,  work¬ 
places,  slaughter  houses,  or  offensive  trades.  One  woman  is 
occasionally  employed  making  shirts  by  a  draper  at  Consett. 
This  is  I  believe  the  only  case  in  the  district  that  comes  within 
the  scope  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  An  excellent 
new  cow-byre  has  been  erected  at  Edmondbyres  by  Mr.  F . 
Barron.  It  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the  air  space  is 
ample.  The  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  have  improved  two 
byres  on  the  property  occupied  by  Miss  Dodds,  and  Mr.  J. 
Makepeace,  and  have  built  Mr.  Makepeace  a  new  calf-byre. 
In  all  the  Commissioners  have  put  in  5  windows,  but  they  are 
trellis  windows,  instead  of  being  proper  hopper  topped  ones. 
The  two  Elementary  Schools  have  been  kept  in  good  sanitary 
condition, 


TABLE  T. — For  whole* District 
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*  Hates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  13,1  14, 
Total  j  opulation  at  all  ages  ...  42!)  M  censu3  of 

Numb  r  of  inhabited  houses  ...  HO  1901, 

Aveia.e  number  <>f  persons  per  bouse  3,9 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague  ... 

1  otals  ... 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 
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Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  for  combined  Weardalc  Rural 

and  Stanhope  Urban  District. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of ,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup  ... 

Croup 

i  Typhus 

F—  olhT 

i  continued... 
Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs... 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

^  enereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accideni 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Deaths  in  ok  belonging  to  whole  district  at  subjoined  Ages. 


All  a#es. 


Under 
i  year. 


b 


10 


i  and 
under  5. 


5  and 
under  15 


15  and 
under  25 


25  and 
under  65 


1 

1 


65  and 
upwards. 


3 
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Annual  Report  oj  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1904.,  for  the 
Rural  District  oj  \V ear  dale  (Denvent.) 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspect¬ 

ions. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Pros¬ 

ecutions. 

Factories 

1 

(Including  Factory  Laundries; 

• 

1 

Workshops 

*  ®.s 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

a 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers'  Premises  ••• 

1 

Total 

i  •  r 

1 

1 

1 

i 

► 

9 


Nuisances.  The  principal  nuisance  arose  from  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  drains  at  the  Punch  Bowl  Inn, 
Edmondbyres.  This  has  been  remedied  after  notice  given  by 
your  Inspector.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  any 
case. 


Infectious  Diseases.  With  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  Erysipelas,  the  District  has  been  free  from  Infectious 
Disease. 


Inspection  of  District.  The  District  has  been 
frequently  inspected  by  myself,  and  by  your  Inspector. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.  J,  CONNON, 


23rd  January,  1905. 
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